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Ukraine: EPP condemns escalation of aggressive, politically
motivated pressure on Yulia Tymoshenko (EN+UA)

Brussels, 17 December 2010

Following the latest worrying political developments in
Ukraine, the Presidency of the European People’s Party
(EPP) made the following statement:

“Without prejudice to the Ukrainian judicial authorities,
the European People’s Party condemns the escalation of
aggressive politically motivated pressure from Ukrainian
authorities against opposition and its leader Yulia Tymoshenko. Most notably, the EPP
is deeply concerned with the criminal charges made against former Prime Minister
Tymoshenko by the Prosecutor General Office, including an outrageous introduction of
travel ban for the Leader of the Opposition.

We consider these most recent anti-democratic developments within the broader
framework of significant deterioration of political environment and democratic
freedoms in Ukraine after the election of President Yanukovych. State interference in
the main opposition party’s activity in the course of the local elections, manipulations
and selective use of the criminal justice system aimed at political opponents and civil
society activists, intimidation of journalists now supplemented by a direct cynical attack
on the Leader of Opposition and her closest allies.

The EPP calls on President of Ukraine and Ukrainian authorities to finally stop their
behavior that undermines fundamental democratic principles and contradicts declared
European values. Regrettably, despite humerous declarations of good will, they did not
adopt necessary corrective steps after our previous statements of September 13 and
November 19. It is time to recognize that continuation of such anti-democratic practices
could further undermine Ukraine’s European aspirations and its European perspective.

The EPP reaffirms it full and strong support to Yulia Tymoshenko, Opposition Leader
and the EPP sister party Batkivshchyna”.

YkpaiHa: €EHI 3acya)Xy€ 3poCTaHHA arpecMBHOro, NOAIiTUYHO-
MOTUBOBaHOro TUCKy Ha HOnito TuMoLeHKOo

bproccenb, 17 rpyaHs 2010

Micns OCTaHHIX TPMBOXHUX MONITUYHMX MOAIA B YKpaiHi,
Mpe3unpisa €Bponencbkoi HapoaHoi napTii (EHIM) 3pobuna
HACTYMHy 3asBY:

«be3 ynepemxXeHOro CTaBNeHHs A0 CyLOBUX OpraHis
YKpaiHn, €Bponencbka HapoAHa napTia  3acyaXye
3pOCTaHHSA arpecuBHOro NOAITUYHO-MOTUBOBAHOIO TUCKY 3
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60Ky yKpaiHCbKOI BnagM Ha orno3uuito Ta ii ninepa KOniro TuMoweHko. 3okpema, €HIM
rMMBOKO  3aHENOKOEHA  KPUMIiHaNbHUMW  3BUHYBAUEHHSIMW, BUCYHYTMMM  BYOpa
FeHepanbHOK MNpPOKYpaTypol MpOTM KONMUWHbLOrO [lpemM’ep-MiHicTpa TwuMoOLWEHKO,
BKJOYao4um obypnmBy NignMcKy Npo HEBWI3A, B3ATY 3 Jligepa ono3suuii.

My po3rnsgaEMo OCTaHHI aHTUAEMOKpaTWUYHI MoAil Yy LWWPLWOMY KOHTEKCTI Ppi3Koro
noripweHHs MnoNiTMYHOro cepefoBuLlAa Ta AeMoKpaTUyHMX cBoboa B YkpaiHi nicns
obpaHHa npe3nageHTa SHykoBu4ya. BTpyuyaHHa gepxaBu B AiS/IbHICTb  OCHOBHOI
0ono3uuinHoi mapTii nig yac micueBmx BMbGopiB, MaHiNynsauii Ta BMbipkoBe 3aCTOCyBaHHS
CUCTEMU KpUMIHANBbHOIO npasocyaas rMpoTU MOMITUYHMX OMOHEHTIB | aKTUBICTIB
rPOMaAsHCbKOrO CYyCMiNbCTBa, 3alaKyBaHHA >KYpHaNIiCTiB Tenep [AOMOBHIOKTLCS
NMPSIMUMU LMHIYHUMUW YTUCKaAMU fligepa ono3uuii Ta il HAanbnmxumx copaTHUKIB.

€HIM 3aknukae lNpe3naeHta YKpaiHM Ta yKpalHCbKy BRajy HapewTi MpUMMHUTU CBOIO
noBeAiHKy, sKa PpYWHYE OCHOBHIi AEeMOKpaTW4HIi  MNpPUHUMAM Ta  CynepeyuTb
3a4€eK/lapoBaHMM EBPOMNENCBKMM LIIHHOCTSM. Ha Xanb, Nonpu YnucieHHi 3asBu npo aobpi
HaMipy, BOHM He 3pobunn noTpibHi KpokKn, Wob BMNpaBUTM CUTyaUilo nicns nonepeaHix
3asaB Big 13 BepecHa Ta 19 nucTtonaga. Hactae 4ac BM3HATU, LLO NPOAOBXKEHHSA Takoi
aHTMAEMOKPaTUYHOI NpakTUKM MoXxe wWe 6inbwe nigipBaTM €BPOMNENCbKi MparHeHHs
YKpaiHu Ta ii EBponencbKy NepcnekTmBy.

€HI 3HOBY NiATBEPAXYE CBOK MOBHY Ta piwydy niaTpumMmky HOnii TumoweHko, Jlinepa
ono3uuii Ta Nonoswn napTii «baTbKiBWWHa», yneHa EHI.»

Note to editors:

The EPP is the largest and most influential European-level political party of the centre-
right, which currently includes 73 member-parties from 39 countries, the Presidents of
the Commission, Council, and Parliament, 14 EU and 6 non-EU heads of state and
government, 13 members of the European Commission and the largest Group in the
European Parliament.
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