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Spain: EPP expresses sorrow for Manuel Fraga’s passing and
underlines his key role in Spanish politics (EN+ES)

Brussels, 16 January 2012

b The President and Secretary General of the
3 Uw ,0 European People's Party (EPP), Wilfried Martens
./7and Antonio Lopez-Istiriz today expressed
r & their deep sorrow for the passing of Manuel
Fraga, former President and founder of Spain's
Partido Popular (a member party of the EPP).

Martens and Lépez-Isturiz underlined “Fraga’s
extraordinary career, and above all, his
contribution to the Constitution of 1978 to
achieve a successful transition to the democracy in Spain, has made him one of the
central Spanish politicians of the 20th century.”

“Manuel Fraga was dedicated to politics and actively worked at all levels -local,
regional, national and European, as MEP - always at the interest of Spain, Europe and
the well-being of the Spanish people. After the accession of Partido Popular to the EPP
in 1991, many political programs of the EPP were enriched with contributions of Mr.
Fraga,” stated Martens and Lopez-Isturiz.

“Fraga was also crucial in establishing the Partido Popular in 1989 and to make it a
leading political force both in Spain and in Europe. His legacy will have a lasting
impact,” concluded Martens and Lopez-Isturiz.

Note to editors:

The EPP is the largest and most influential European-level political party of the centre-
right, which currently includes 74 member-parties from 39 countries, the Presidents of
the European Commission, European Council, and European Parliament, 16 EU and 6
non-EU heads of state and government, 13 members of the European Commission and
the largest Group in the European Parliament.

For more information:
Kostas Sasmatzoglou, EPP Spokesman, Tel. +32-2-2854147
Javier Jiménez, EPP Senior and Communications Press Officer, Tel. +32-475480446

El PPE destaca el trabajo fundamental de Manuel Fraga para
impulsar la democracia espaifiola

Bruselas, 16 de enero 2012

http://clicks.europaemail.net/preview/?c=5328&0=38&48= 16/01/201.
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El
Presidente y
el Secretario
General del
Partido
Popular
Europeo
(PPE),
Wilfried
Martens vy
Antonio Lopez-Istariz, expresaron hoy sus condolencias a la familia del Presidente
fundador del Partido Popular, Don Manuel Fraga, tras su fallecimiento en Madrid.

Martens y Lopez-Istlriz destacaron “la extraordinaria trayectoria politica de Manuel
Fraga, en particular su contribucién a la Constitucion de 1978 y su papel fundamental
para lograr una transicién exitosa a la democracia en Espafia, lo que lo convirtid en
uno de los politicos espafioles mas importantes del siglo XX".

“Manuel Fraga fue un politico total que trabajé en todos los ambitos —local, regional,
nacional e incluso europeo durante su época como diputado del Parlamento Europeo- y
siempre con un enorme sentido de Estado y en beneficio del interés general de los
espafoles. Desde el ingreso del Partido Popular en el PPE, en 1991, numerosos
documentos y Programas del PPE fueron enriquecidos con aportaciones de Fraga”,
afiadieron.

“Fraga fue también decisivo para impulsar y hacer del Partido Popular, con su
fundacion en 1989, la fuerza politica lider que es hoy tanto a nivel espafiol como
europeo. Su legado permanecera siempre”, concluyeron Lopez-Isturiz y Martens.

Nota al editor: El PPE es el partido politico europeo mas influyente, con 74 partidos
miembros de 39 paises, entre ellos el PP espafiol, UMP (Francia) o CDU (Alemania). Su
grupo politico en el Parlamento Europeo es el que cuenta con mas representantes en

esta institucion.

Para mas informacion: Javier Jiménez, Tel.: +32 475 480 446
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