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WILFRIED MARTENS RECEIVES FROM KING OF BELGIUM TRANSITION TASK
FOLLOWING VAN ROMPUY COUNCIL PRESIDENT NOMINATION

21-11-2009

Wilfried Martens, the President of the European People’s Party (EPP)
and former Prime Minister of Belgium, received last night from King
Albert II the task of implementing a transition process in the Belgian
government, following the nomination by the European Council of
Prime Minister Herman Van Rompuy as the first President of the
Council under the Lisbon Treaty.

In December 2008 during the political crisis in Belgium, King Albert II
gave Wilfried Martens the role of “explorer” and following hard
negotiations with the political parties, he proposed Herman Van Rompuy as Prime Minister.

"I am honoured to receive from King Albert II the task of formulating and implementing a transition
process following the nomination of Herman Van Rompuy as the first Council President. This is a
delicate task but I believe that I will be able to implement it in a way that it ensures stability and
continuity in the Belgian government,” stated the EPP President.

For more information:
Kostas Sasmatzoglou, Spokesman, Tel: +32-2-2854147
Javier Jimenez, EPP Press Officer, Tel: +32-475480446
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