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In December 2002 the Copenhagen European Courtttleteto open accession negotiations
with Turkey without delay on the basis of a re@ortl recommendations by the European
Commission, provided that Turkey fulfilled the pgal criteria as laid down by the
Copenhagen European Council in 1993.

On 6 October 2004 the European Commission preséstidest progress report and stated

that Turkey€ upon the entry into force of six remaining pieoétegislation® fulfils the
political criteria sufficiently to justify the opérg of accession negotiations. The European
Commission also completed a study on the impaanaiccession of Turkey on the European
Union, which was published but qualified by the Qoission itself as not sufficiently
thorough. In this study the Commission, inter adstimates the financial cost of an accession

of Turkey to be between 16 and 28 billi®per year.

The EPP attaches the highest importance to fulfitlméthe so called fourth Copenhagen
criterion, according to which particular attentioas to be paid to the Union's capacity to
absorb new members, while maintaining the momermuEuropean integration.

Based on the findings of the European CommisstenEPP specifically takes the following
positions on the question of negotiations with Byrk

1. The European Union and the EPP have a fundaiatérest in continuing and deepening
the decadgold cooperation and partnership with Turkey. @hermous progress in the refo
process and the changes in its society starteble@dy achieved in Turkey during the last
years represent an important and indispensableilsotion to a further rapprochement and
must be continued with intensity.

2. The EPP takes it as a matter of course thahdidate country maintains a standard of
relations with all Member States which do not héinm process. It is therefore expected that
Turkey will sign the praicol regarding the adaptation of the Ankara agregntaking accour

of the accession of the ten Member States thaggbine Union on 1 May 2004. Furthermore it
is presumed that Turkey will normalize its relasamith Cyprus. Other open questions and

conflicts in Turkey®s neighbourhood relations, particularly if they lcbbiave negative

repercussions on negotiations, should be resolsegii@kly as possible in the spirit of good
neighbourliness and in accordance with the priesiplf the peaceful settlement of disputes.

3. An effective instrument has to ensure that nagohs can be put on hold, suspended or
broken off if serious problems arise regardingimon® s fundamental values or if importe
targets along the way are not met.

4. It is essential that Member States remain mastiethe whole process.



5. The progress in negotiations should depend ogress in complete fulfilment and
implementation of the Copenhagen criteria. In taistext, special attention should be paid to
the respect of human rights, the guarantee ofioeiggfreedom, the rights of women, children,
people with disabilities and minorities, the stapibf democratic institutions as well as the
independence and the effectiveness of the judi@adythe system of legal protection. To this
end a correspondingly strong monitoring system khbe maintained during the whole
process.

6. The financial aspects of accession of a canglistaite must be allowed for in the applicable
Financial Framework. Hence, accession negotiatyeh$o be opened with candidates whose
accession could have substantial financial consespserequiring financial reform can only be
concluded after the establishment of the Finarkriamework for the period from 2014. Even
beyond that, special regulations would be necesesargrtain areas in case of a positive
conclusion of negotiations, most notably concertigfreedom of movement of persons
(migration, labour market), finances, agriculturete acquisition of real estate in the form of
very long transition periods, permanent safeguladses or even derogations.

7. Maintaining the Unio®s capacity to act as well as acting in accordaritieits capacity to

absorb new members is as important as the fulfitraéthe accession criteria by Turkey. The
accession negotiations are an open-ended probessutcome cannot be guaranteed
beforehand. Should it turn out in the course ofati@gjons that the accession perspective

cannot be realized, full use should be made optheisions of the® by then presumably

having entered into forc® Constitutional Treaty to ensure that Turkey wil firmly
anchored in the European structures.

Resolution on Ukraine
Recognising

« The genuine efforts of the Ukrainian people toldsth a functional and lasting
democracy in their country.

« The widespread popular movement in Ukraine thagiging for freedom, democracy,
and the rule of law.

« The nullified, by the Ukrainian Supreme Court, setoound of Presidential elections,
which according to the findings of internationalmitors, was conducted in breach of
most international electoral standards.

- The solidarity expressed by the EPP and its gistdres with the orange revolution in
Ukraine and the peaceful resolution of the crisis.

Believing
« Inthe principles of freedom, democracy, the rdlaa and mutual respect as
fundamental to achieving stability and prospenitykraine.
- That a democratic and prosperous Ukraine can contérito the stability and
development of the region as a whole.

Supporting

- The democratic forces, spearheaded by@@ur Ukraine® coalition and led by
Presidential candidate Victor Yushchenko.



- The gradual convergence of all political and cidgtiety forces of th@ Our Ukraine®

coalition, inspired by EPP values, which will ofiecommon European future to the
Ukrainian people.

The European People €s Party, once again, calls on the Ukrainian authorities:

- To satisfy the calls, both domestic and internatipfor ensuring free, fair and
transparent elections for the new second rountdeoPresidential elections, that will be
held on December 26.

+ To allow adequate and unimpeded election monitpboth during the election
campaign and on polling day.

« To prevent the use of public resources for the psgpf manipulating the election
campaign.

« To guarantee freedom of the media and to providelegnd impartial access for both
candidates, so as to ensure freedom of speechod@dconfidence on polling day.

The European Peopfes Party calls on the European Union and the Mer8taes to send as

many international observers as possible for tle@onng new second round of the
Presidential elections to be held on December 2&inaine.

STATEMENT Of the Members Parties of the EPP onlaginning of negotiations between
the Republic of Croatia and the EU

The Republic of Croatia is awaiting an extremelpartant decision by the European Council
on 17 December 2004, which will set the date ferlieginning of negotiations with the
European Union on its full membership. Upon acggicandidate status, following the
positive Avis on April 2004 and the Decision by theropean Council on June 2004, the
following step for accession is of fundamental imaoce for the Republic of Croatia .

A non-conditional date for the beginning of negidias by the European Council in line with

its already wording o early in 2009, is extremely Importan® not only for the Republic

of Croatia, but for the whole of Southeastern Earapthin the framework of the EU
Thessaloniki Declaration and the European persgeofithe whole region.

We call upon the Member States of the EuropeanJaiml European Parliamentarians to
recognize the over-encompassing value of the imausf the Republic of Croatia in the
European Union and further to encourage the pesjtiblic attitude and the favourable
political decision of the European Council.

All member parties represented in the EPP congiderthe Republic of Croatia has invested

great efforts and made essential positive movaspementing the Copenhagen criteria and
recommendations of the European Commission, inatuthie cooperation with the ICTY.

http://www.epp.eu/ssspagina.php?hoofdmenulD=5&submenulD=51&subsubmenulD=65&sssmenulD=53



